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BRUCE  REDD  McCONKIE 

Excerpts  taken  from  the  Improvement  Era 

Seated  at  the  press  table  of  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  during  each  session  of  the 
117th  semi-annual  general  conference  was  a  capable,  young  member  of  "The  Deseret 
News"  editorial  staff.  He  had  come  to  the  News  from  other  fields  of  activity,  including 
four  years  of  service  in  the  army  and  had  had  less  than  a  year  of  actual  newspaper 
experience.    He  was  assisting  for  the  first  time  in  "covering"  the  conference. 

This  young  man  was  Bruce  Redd  McConkie.  As  time  came  to  commence  the 
final  session,  Bruce  was  called  into  conference  with  the  First  Presidency  and  informed 
that  his  name  was  to  be  presented  to  fill  the  existing  vacancy  among  the  General 
Authorities.  Still  stunned  from  this  shocking  news,  he  returned  to  the  press  table  and 
carried  on  his  assignment.  As  the  General  Authorities  were  presented  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  he  was  sustained  as  the  junior  member  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy. 

Thus  was  added  to  the  presiding  councils  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  a  young  man,  who  despite  his  thirty-one  years,  had  earned  an  enviable 
reputation  in  Church  service,  especially  in  the  fields  of  gospel  study,  teaching,  and  the 
seventies'  quorum  leadership. 

Bruce  Redd  McConkie  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor  Michigan,  on  July  29,  1915,  while 
his  father  was  studying  law  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  His  father,  Oscar  W. 
McConkie,  a  prominent  Utah  attorney,  has  devoted  his  life  to  Church  service  and  was 
presiding  over  the  California  Mission  at  the  time  Bruce  was  called  to  the  First  Council 
of  the  Seventy. 

The  active  missionary  career  of  Elder  McConkie  began  in  the  Eastern  State  Mission 
from  1934  to  1936.  He  returned  home  to  take  up  active  service  in  his  seventies'  quorum 
and  to  resume  his  studies  of  law  at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree 
in  1937  and  his  law  degree  in  1939.  Soon  after,  he  passed  the  state  bar  examination 
and  became,  in  1940,  Salt  Lake  City's  prosecutor,  holding  that  position  until  he  resigned 
to  go  into  the  service  of  his  country  in  1942. 

He  served  his  country  for  four  years  with  the  Ninth  Service  Command  Head- 
quarters at  Fort  Douglas,  Utah,  where  he  was  in  the  security  and  intelligence  division, 
finally  holding  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Despite  his  training  and  experience  his 
chief  interest  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  study  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Instead  of  taking  up  his  legal  work  after  his  release  from  the  army,  his  personal 
interest  and  love  of  writing  led  him  into  the  newspaper  field,  where  he  wrote  several 
editorials  for  the  "Desert  News." 

A  very  great  joy  to  this  General  Authority  is  his  lovely  family.  He  is  married  to 
Ameila  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 
They  have  a  large  family  of  lovely  children. 

Elder  McConkie  has  been!  active  in  Church  circles  ever  since  he  was  old  enough 
to  hold  positions  of  responsibility.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment  he  was  senior  presi- 
dent of  the  340th  quorum  of  seventy  in  the  Monument  Park  Ward  and  had  been  assis- 
tant chairman  of  the  stake  genealogical  committee. 

To  those  who  had  worked  with  Bruce  and  who  knew  of  his  sterling  character,  his 
sincerity,  his  loyalty  to  the  Church,  and  his  outstanding  ability,  the  appointment  to 
this  new  position  of  responsibility  was  not  unexpected. 

Elder  McConkie  presents  a  commanding  appearance,  standing  six  feet  four  inches 
and  weighing  about  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds.  He  has  a  deep  voice  and  is  a  very 
capable  speaker,  having  been  in  much  demand  in  sacrament  meetings  of  Salt  Lake  City 
area  for  several  years  before  his  appointment. 

He  has  undertaken  a  subject  study  of  the  standard  works  of  the  Church  which  has 
taken  years  to  do,  but  he  has  found  it  a  most  valuable  training  in  preparation  for 
preaching  and  teaching  the  Gospel.  Conducting  of  gospel  doctrine  classes  in  Sunday 
School  and  teaching  lessons  to  seventies'  classes  as  well  as  standing  in  the  pulpits  of  the 
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GROUND  BROKEN  FOR 
NEW    ZEALAND    Tl  tfPLl  :    The 

most  significant  occasion  in  the 
eventful  history  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Mission  was  the  ground- 
breaking service  signifying  the 
commencement  of  c«ist  ruction 
of  the  New  Zealand  Temple 
held  December  21.  1955.  The 
service  also  marked  the  be- 
ginning of  construction  on  the 
two  major  buildings  of  the 
college  project,  the  David  O. 
McKay  Auditorium  Building  and 
the  Matthew  Cowley  Memorial 
Administration  Building.  The 
services  were  presided  over  by 
Ariel  S.  Ballif.  President  of  the 
New  Zealand  Mission.  Over  600 
people,  representing  all  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  mission,  were  seated 
in  the  area  on  which  the  actual 
structure  of  the  temple  will  be 
erected.  The  united  and  enthu- 
siastic spirit  of  those  present 
added  to  the  spiritual  event.  As 
the  people  left  the  services, 
heavy  equipment  began  the 
actual  excavation  for  the  temple. 
The  saints  returned  to  their 
homes  with  renewed  determina- 
tion to  unite  their  efforts  for  the 
completion  of  the  temple  and 
college  project  within  the  two 
years  as  scheduled,  that  they 
might  welcome  back  President 
McKay,  who  selected  the  site,  to 
dedicate  the  completed  temple 
and  open  the  college. 

TO  THE  RESCUE:  A  thrilling 
demonstration  of  the  Church's 
Welfare  Plan  in  action  unfolded 
in  flood-stricken  California  as 
truckloads  of  supplies  and 
hundreds  of  volunteer  workers 
poured  into  the  Yuba  City  area 
to  relieve  the  suffering  and  aid 
hundreds  of  volunteer  workers 
in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  flood 
victims. 

News  of  the  disastrous  flood 
which    swept     through    the 


throughout   Christmas   week    was 
only  hours  old  before  emery 
supplies  and   help  from    Welfare 
headquarters   in   Salt   Lake 
and     from     wards     and     stakes 
nearer  the  stricken  city  m 
their   way.     In   the  wake  a". 
of    the    West's    worst    disasters, 
crews      of      volunteer      workmen 
began    repairs   on   the   estimated 
125   damaged    homes   of    Church 
members  m  the  area,  as  soon  as 
the    destructive    flood    waters    re- 
ceded.    Assistance  was  given  not 
only  to  Church  members,  but  to 
others    as    well,    in    what    proved 
to  be  one  of  the  most  extensive 
operations  in  the  20-year  history 
of   the   Welfare   programme  and 
one     which     has    attracted     the 
attention    of    the    entire    na 
It  has  been  estimated  that  n 
than  1.200  Church  members  have 
put  in  more  than  10.000  hours  of 
volunteer  labour 

( in  u(  n     Bumiiti     n 

$-,'.:>00.000  GRANTS:  The  Church 
and  its  institutions  will  benefit 
to  the  extent  of  more  than  two 
and  a  half  million  dollars  as  a 
result  of  grants  and  bequests 
from  sources  outside  the  Church. 
In  the  largest  single  contribution 
in  the  history  of  philanthropy. 
the  Ford  Foundation  plans  to 
distribute  $500  million  to  colleges 
and  hospitals  throughout  the 
country.  The  following  Church 
institutions  received  grants: 
Brigham  Young  University. 
$1.030  000;  LDS  Hospital. 
$219,800:  Thomas  D  Dee  Hospi- 
tal. $105,800:  The  Church  hospi- 
tal at  Idaho  Falls.  $43  000:  Logan 
LDS  Hospital.  $41,000:  Primary 
Children's  Hospital.  $32,500:  and 
the  Church  hospitals  at  Fillmore. 
Mt     Pleasant    and    Star    V 

ling.  $10,000  each  The 
Cottonwood  Maternity  Hospital 
was  also  put  down  for  $13,100 

'Continued  on  page  29' 
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m  THE 

"BADLANDS" 

By 
Elder  Royal  Duane  Jensen 


A  few  years  ago  in  the  United  States  a 
survey  was  taken  by  a  great  educator.  This 
survey  was  given  to  a  large  group  of  young 
people  who  had  just  graduated  from  High 
School  and  were  about  to  start  out  in  life  on 
their  own.  This  educator  asked  these  young 
people  twenty  practical  questions  as  to  jyhat 
was  really  their  greatest  concern.  He  asked 
them  whether  they  wanted  an  opportunity  to 
start  in  business  and  work  their  way  up,  or 
whether  they  wanted  to  go  into  the  government 
service.  He  asked  if  they  wanted  to  render 
social  service  or  missionary  service.  He  asked 
what  they  thought  of  their  fellow  men  and 
rendering  service  to  others.  But  to  his  great 
surprise  he  found  that  the  majority  of  these 
young  people  were  concerned  only  with  one 
thing— TEMPORAL  SECURITY.  They  were 
not  concerned  about  opportunities.  They  had 
no  desire  to  start  at  the  bottom  and  work  up. 
They  had  little  concern  for  their  fellow  men 
and  rendering  service  to  others.  Their  only 
concern  was  what  the  world  has  termed 
"Security" — temporal  security — security  built 
only  around  material  things.  This  is  not  a 
strange  philosophy  in  the  world  today.  This  ;s 
not  something  which  is  peculiar  only  to  the 
young  people.  This  is  the  cardinal  desire  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  in  this  world 
whether  young  or  old,  male  or  female,  learned 
or  unlearned. 

Should  this  be  one's  goal  in  life?  Is 
achieving  the  things  of  the  world,  this  temporal 
security,  such  a  great  accomplishment?  Have 
the  people  who  have  acquired  this  security  and 
made  it  their  life's  ambition;  who  have  utilized 
all  of  their  talents  and  time  to  achieve  this, 
experienced  true  joy  and  happiness? 

Maybe  you  have  heard  the  report  of  :\ 
meeting  that  was  held  in  the  Edgewater  Beach 
Hotel  in  Chicago  in  1923:  "A  very  important 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Edgewater  Beach 
Hotel  in  Chicago  in  1923.  Attending  this 
meeting  were  ten  of  the  world's  most  success- 


ful business  men  and  financiers.  Those  present 
were  the  president  of  the  largest  independent 
steel   company,  the  president   of  the  national 
city  bank,  the  president  of  the  largest  utility 
company,    the    president    of    the    largest    gas 
company,   the   greatest   wheat   speculator,   the 
president  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  a 
member  of  the  President's  Cabinet,  the  greatest 
"bear"    in   Wall    Street,   head   of   the   world's 
largest   monopoly,   President  of  the   Bank   ri 
International  Settlement.    We  must  admit  that 
here  were  gathered  a  group  of  the  world's  most 
successful  businessmen;  men  in  the  business  of 
money.      At   least,   men   who   had   found  the 
secret  of  making  money.    But  twenty-five  years 
later,    let's    see   where    these    men    are.      The 
president  of  the  largest  independent  steel  com- 
pany, died  a  bankrupt  and  lived  on  borrowed 
money  for  five  years  before  his  death.     The 
president  of  the  greatest  utility  company  died 
a    fugitive    from   justice    and    penniless    in    a 
foreign  land.    The  president  of  the  largest  gas 
company  is  now  insane.     The  greatest  wheat 
speculator  died  abroad,  insolvent.     The  presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  was 
recently  released  from  Sing-Sing  Penitentiary. 
The   member   of  the   President's   cabinet   was 
pardoned  from  prison  so  that  he  could  die  ai 
home.    The  greatest  "bear"  in  Wall  Street  died 
a  suicide.    The  head  of  the  greatest  monopoly 
died  a  suicide.    The  president  of  the  bank  of 
International   Settlement   died  a   suicide.     All 
these    men    learned    well    the    art    of   making 
money,  but  not  one  of  them  learned  how  to 
live.    What  an  achievement."    Here  were  men 
who  had   spent  their  whole  life  in  the  quest 
for   temporal   security.     But   what   had   these 
men  really  achieved?     Had  they  fulfilled  the 
purpose  of  their  earthly  existence?    Were  they 
prepared   for   an  inheritence   in   the  world  to 
come?     Would  their  Creator  be  pleased  with 
the  work  they  had  accomplished? 

The  Lord  has  warned  and  counselled  us  in 
these  things  through  his  servants.     Listen  to 
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the  great  advice  of  Paul  as  he  was  writing  to 
Timothy:  "For  we  brought  nothing  into  this 
world,  and  it  is  certain  w6  can  carry  nothing 
out. 

"And  having  food  and  raiment  let  us  he 
therewith  content. 

"But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  tempt. i 
tion   and   I   mare,  and   into   mam    foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men   in  destruction 

and  perdition. 

"For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil;  which  while  some  coveted  after,  the)  haw 
eired  from  the  faith  and  pierced  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows. 

"But  thou.  O  man  of  God.  flee  these  things. 
and  follow  after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith, 
love,   patience,  meekness 

"Fight  the  good  light  of  faith,  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life.  ..."  (I  Timothy  6:7-11). 

(>!  course,  we  need  money  to  raise  our 
families,  to  educate  them  and  to  provide  them 
with  the  necessities  of  life.  But  after  we  have 
obtained  this  let  us  be  content  and  seek  not  for 
greater  earthly  riches,  but  let  us  seek  after  the 
things  of  God.  Concerning  this  Elder  Spencer 
W.  Kimball  was  inspired  to  say:  ''Having 
food  and  raiment  let  us  be  therewith  content.' 
Why  another  farm,  another  herd  of  sheep. 
another  bunch  of  cattle,  another  ranch?  Why 
another  hotel,  another  cafe,  another  store, 
another  shop?  Why  another  of  anything  if 
one  has  that  already  which  provides  the  neces- 
sities and  reasonable  luxuries?  Why  continue 
to  expand  and  increase  holdings,  especially 
when  those  increased  responsibilities  draw 
one's  interest  away  from  proper  family  and 
spiritual  committments  and  from  those  things 
to  which  the  Lord  would  have  us  give  prece- 
dence in  our  lives?  Why  must  we  always  be 
expanding  to  the  point  where  our  interests  are 
divided  and  our  attentions  and  thoughts  are 
upon  the  things  of  the  world  ?  Certainly  when 
one'a  temporal  possessions  become  great,  it  is 
very  difficult  for  one  to  give  proper  attention 
to  the  spiritual  things." 

We  all  know,  as  the  Gospel  teaches,  what 
attainment  is  of  greatest  worth.  That  goal  is 
Ftcrnal  Life  for  ourselves  and  our  family.  Yet 
many,  including  some  who  are  latter-day 
Saints,  turn  and  seek  after  the  things  of  the 
world.  When  we  have  sufficient  food  and 
raiment  we  are  not  content.  When  we  haw  .1 
good  farm  or  a  good  business  or  job  which  pro- 
vides for  all  of  our  needs  why  are  we  con- 
tinually seeking  for  another  farm,  or  another 
business  or  another  job.  especially  when  it 
requires  us  to  move  to  some  remote  place  Eai 
away  from  the  Church. 

President  McKay   in  speaking  principally    to 


the  parents  .md  le.ichcrs  in  the  C  hurch  on  one 

occasion  told  the  story  oJ  1  little  boy  wh. 

wandered   1 1 0111   his   DOOM   into  the     Badlands 

of  North  Dakota      rhaac  people  were  mime 

diately  concerned  and  hundreds  of  pcopli 
up  the  search  until  the  bo>   was  found      Today 
main    people,  young  And  old.  are  in  the 
lands.'     because    in   seeking  atler    another  farm 
or  another  busuu-  (bet  job  the]   have 

moved  awa's  ii>  in  the  (  njurcfa  l  ven  the 
strongest  members,  unless  they  are  vet)  careful, 

as  Paul  said,  find  "thes  haw  eired  Irom  the 
laith     and     pierced     themselws     through     with 

man>   sorrows."     rbese  people  tmd  it  bardet 

to  pay  their  tithing  and  obligations  to  the 
Lord.  Instead  of  just  handing  it  to  the  Branch 
President,  now  11  must  be  sent  through  the 
mail.  There  is  no  encouragement  from  others 
and  soon  tithing  and  main  of  the  command 
merits  are  soon  complete!)  forgotten  about. 
W  illi  no  Services  tO  attend  on  the  Sahhath.  lhe\ 
seek  other  things  which  are  not  as  lilting,  to 
OCCUpy  their  time.  But  worst  it  all.  the 
children     have    to    continually  with 

people    who    have    different    morals    and    Stan- 
dards,    which     without     the     influence     if    the 
Church,    often    prows    detrimental       >  es     little 
by  little  unnoticed,  the)    slip  aw.n        I  hi 
find  nothing  that  can   replace  the  help  and  in- 
fluence   that    comes   only    from    (  hurch    atten 
dance    and    association    with    members   of    the 
Church.     Soon  the)   are  engrossed  in  the 
of  the  world.    They  arc  lost  in  the     Badlands 
Of  course,  this  will  never  happen  to  you. 

You  have  a  strong  testimoin  ot  the  Oospcl 
You     realize     these     things         I  he\     will     not 

influence  you  this  am)     No.  these  things  will 

never  happen  tO  yOU.  YOU  Will  remain  faithful 
and  true  even  without  the  influence  of  the 
Church. 

I  el  us  think  wry  carefully  about  these 
things  The)  are  important  Remember  that 
Eternal  Life  for  you  and  >our  family  is  the 
only  attainment  that  is  ic.dk  worthwhile 
taining.  To  gam  this  is  worth  ever)  sacrifice 
Mso  li-'t  us  not  forget  what  we  must  d 
obtain  this  great  blessing  We  must  keep  all 
of  God  s  commandments  Remember  the 
Saviour  said  '1  or  what  is  I  man  profited,  if 
he  shall  gam  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own 
soul?  or  what  shall  I  man  give  m  exchange 
for  his  soul.*"  (Matthew    16 

We  base  been  warned  and  forewarned 
the   1  OTd   help  us  to  remember  and  giw  heed 
to  the  inspired  instructions  o(  Paul       "For  we 
brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it   hi 
tain  WC  can  carry    nothing  out. 

(Continued  on  p 
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The  Power  of  Mormonism 


by  Sister  Betty  Prins 


I  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  explain  the 
effect  that  "Mormonism"  has  had  upon  my  life 
but  I  would  say  that  the  process  is  similar  to 
that  of  sleeping  and  then  waking.  To  think 
that  until  a  few  months  ago  when  the  missiona- 
ries called  at  my  door,  I  did  not  have  any  idea 
of  the  purpose  for  me  being  here,  where  I  had 
come  from  or  my  eventual  destination  after 
death.  The  first  cottage  meeting  which  we  held 
with  the  missionaries  proved  to  be  of  utmost 
importance  to  me  because  it  was  the  founda- 
tion of  my  testimony  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  learned  about  the  God  who  had 
created  man  in  His  own  image;  a  true  and 
living  God  in  whom  I  could  believe;  a  God 
who  would  listen  to  my  humble  prayers  and 
answer  them. 

Once  I  understood  the  need  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Gospel  and  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  world  today,  I  was  told  about  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  who  the  Lord  had  used 
to  restore  the  Gospel.  I  did  not  accept  the 
story  of  Joseph  Smith  at  once  because  1 
thought  that  it  was  almost  fantastic  that  a 
young  boy  could  claim  that  the  Heavens  were 
opened  to  him  and  that  he  had  spoken  to  God 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  The  very  simplicity 
of  the  story  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  how- 
ever, convinced  me  that  his  story  was  the 
truth.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  I,  along 
with  my  youngest  brother j  my  sister,  and  my 
brother-in-law,  felt  that  we  wanted  to  be  bap- 
tized and  become  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  We  had  two 
fine  young  elders  who  taught  us  the  Gospel 
and  if  we  had  not  been  convinced  that  they 
were  really  living  what  they  were  teaching  us, 
we  would  not  have  accepted  the  Gospel  as 
soon  as  we  did.  We  were  rather  suspicious  of 
missionaries  and  so-called  Christians  who  were 
eager  to  tell  others  how  to  live  and  yet  did  not 
practice  the  teaching  of  the  Saviour  themselves. 
However,  we  were  really  impressed  by  the  lives 
the  Mormon  Elders  led. 

The  Gospel  brought  so  much  happiness  to 
those  members  of  my  family  who  accepted  it 
but  it  also  caused  many  violent  arguments  and 
disagreements  with  the  other  members  of  the 
family  who  did  not  embrace  "The  Great 
Message."      This   finally    caused    us  to    leave 


BETTY  PRINS 


home.  I  have  really  been  amazed  at  the 
amount  of  hatred  this  religion  can  cause  in  the 
hearts  of  people  who  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
telligent. Any  parent  should  really  thank  our 
Father  in  Heaven  when  their  children  accept  a 
religion  that  can  improve  a  son  or  daughter 
the  way  this  Religion  can  and  did  in  the  case 
of  the  members  of  my  family  who  joined  the 
Church.  Through  this  experience  I  have  really 
learned  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  family 
unity.  Although  my  parents  still  have  not 
accepted  the  Gospel  they  do  allow  me  the  right 
to  worship  God  as  I  see  fit.  The  members  of 
my  family  who  did  accept  the  Gospel  we're 
drawn  together  very  closely  and  we  found  and 
shared  our  happiness  in  the  Gospel.  When  the 
Elders  would  leave  after  the  cottage  meetings 
we  used  to  sit  for  hours  and  discuss  what  we 
had  learned  that  evening.  This  was  something 
we  had  never  before  been  able  to  do.  Here 
were  four  totally  different  natures  and  charac- 
ters drawn  together  by  a  great  force,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  Even  today  we  still  marvel  at 
how  we  became  completely  new  people  and 
we  recognized  and  acknowledged  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  working  in  our  midst. 

1  was  very  much  impressed  by  the  high 
ideals  and  standards  of  the  youth  of  the 
Church.    In  the  world  today  where  the  rate  of 
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NOW  IS  Till:  HAY  OF  Ol  It 
SALVATION 


l»\  Knur  R.  McConkic 


This  is  a  glorious  privilege — to  speak  in  B 
session  of  the  general  con  Terence  of  the 
Church.     I  am  grateful  for  it. 

I  know  that  the  work  you  and  I  are  engaged 
in  is  true.  Bishop  Richards  has  spoken  of 
getting  a  testimony  of  this  work  by  revelation 
from  the  Holy  Ghost.  I.  for  one.  as  an  elder 
in  this  kingdom,  know  that  the  work  is  true 
1  know  just  as  well  as  I  know  anything  in  this 
world,  that  Jesus  (  hrist  is  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God:  that  Joseph  Smith,  a  choice  seer,  was  the 
instrument  in  his  hands  in  our  day,  of  giving 
us  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  salvation;  ami 
that  the  keys  of  salvation  have  remained  with 
the  Church  from  the  days  of  Joseph  Smith  to 
the  present  moment. 

One  of  the  doctrines  of  this  kingdom,  in 
which  there  is  great  comfort  for  the  Saints,  is 
that  of  salvation  for  the  dead.  We  know  that 
in  the  mercy  of  God  our  worthy  ancestors  ma\ 
become  joint  heirs  with  us  of  the  riches  of 
eternity — and  this  because  God  is  no  respecter 
of  persons.  Joseph  Smith  said  that  the  greatest 
responsibility  in  this  world  that  God  has  laid 
upon  us — is  to  seek  after  our  dead.  We  know 
that  we,  without  them,  cannot  be  made  perfect: 
neither  can  they,  without  us. 

But  at  the  same  time,  in  this  glorious  doc- 
trine of  salvation  for  the  dead,  there  is  a  warn 
ing  to  the  Latter-day  Saints.  This  warning 
arises  because  the  doctrine  is  limited  to  those 
who  die  without  a  knowledge  of  the  gospel.  Ii 
has  no  applicatin  to  us.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  as  far  as 
all  the  people  are  concerned  who  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  now  is  the  time  and 
the  day  of  our  salvation. 

No  people  in  all  the  world  have  been  blessed 
as  we  have  been  blessed.  We  have  living 
oracles  at  the  head;  we  have  prophets  and 
apostles  to  guide  us.  to  give  us  the 
mind  and  will  of  the  Lord.  We  have  the 
opportunity  to  walk  in  the  light  o\~  latter-das 
revelation.  And.  accordingly,  we  have  the 
responsibility  to  accept  that  light  and  walk  as 
God  would  have  us  walk  if  we  would  reap  the 
glories  and  honours  of  eternity. 

Shortly  before  the  dedication  of  the  Kirtland 
Temple  in  1836,  there  was  a  period  when  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  poured  out  upon  the  people 
in    great    abundance.     particulark     upon     the 


leaders  On  the  2 1st  ol  Jamjars,  1836.  Joseph 
Smith  and  many  of  the  leading  brethren  were 
assembled  in  the  Kirtland  Temple  In  the 
Prophet's  language,   this  took   place 

"The  heavens  were  opened  upon  us.  and  I 
beheld  the  celestial  kingdom  of  <->od  and  the 
glory  thereof,  whether  in  the  bod>  or  out  I 
cannot  tell.  I  saw  the  transcendent  beauts  ol 
the  gale  through  which  the  heirs  of  that  king 
dom  will  enter,  which  was  like  unto  circling 
flames  of  tire:  also  the  hla/ing  throne  of  God. 
whereon  was  seated  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
I  saw  the  beautiful  streets  of  that  kingdom. 
Which  had  the  appearance  of  being  pased  with 
gold.  1  saw  Fatheri  Adam  and  Abraham  and 
my  father  and  mother,  my  brother.  Alsin.  thai 
has  long  since  slept,  and  marvelled  how  it  was 
that  he  had  obtained  an  inheritance  in  that 
kingdom,  seeing  that  he  had  departed  this  life 
before  the  Lord  had  set  his  hand  to  gather 
Israel  the  second  time,  and  has  not  been  bap 
tized  for  the  remission  of  sins'   (I)  H  (     2 

Alvin  had  died  on  Nos ember    19,   1824,  Bvc 

and  one-half  sears  before  the  lord  had  orga- 
nized, through  the  Prophet,  the  (  hureh  ot 
lesns  C  hrist  of  Latter-das  Sants  He  had  no; 
been  baptized.  Baptism  is  the  gate  to  the 
celestial  kingdom  of  God  It  is  impossible  to 
enter  that  kingdom  unless  one  is  born  ol  wate: 
and  o\   the  spirit. 

At  the  time  this  vision  was  gisen.  the 
Prophet's  father,  among  others,  was  with  him 
m  the  Kirtland  Temple.  Ihus  it  is  a  sision  of 
what  was  to  be  in  the  future  Joseph  continues 
10  write: 

Ihus  came  the  soice  ol  the  I  ord  unto  me 
Baying  -"All  Who  have  died  without  a  know- 
ledge of  this  gospel,  who  would  hase  received 
it  if  the)  had  been  permitted  to  larrs.  shall  be 
heirs  of  the  celestial  kingdom  o\  God;  aU 
thai  shall  die  henceforth  Without  a  knowledge 
oi  it.  ssho  would  have  received  it  with  all  their 
hearts,  shall  be  heirs  o\  that  kingdom,  for  I.  the 
Lord,  will  judge  all  men  acording  to  their 
works,  according  to  the  desire  ol  their  hearts 

(DMA     2 

There  is  no  promise  that  I  know  ansthing 
about-  that  those  who  reject  the  gospel  in  this 
life  sull  be  heirs  of  the  celestial  kingdom  in 
the  world  to  come 
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When  the  Prophet  wrote  his  epistle  on  the 
subject  of  baptism  for  the  dead,  he  said  that 
it  was  ".  .  .  for  the  salvation  of  the  dead  who 
should  die  without  a  knowledge  of  the  gospel" 
(D.  and  C.J  28:  5). 

To  me,  and  to  you  and  to  everyone  who  has 
a  fair  and  a  just  and  an  equitable  opportunity 
to  accept  the  truth  in  this  life,  the  law,  in  my 
judgment,  is  that  given  by  Amuelek.    He  said : 

".  .  .  now  is  the  time  and  the  day  of  your 
salvation;  and  therefore,  if  ye  will  repent  and 
harden  not  your  hearts,  immediately  shall  the 
great  plan  of  redemption  be  brought  about 
unto  you. 

"For  behold,  this  life  is  the  time  for  men  <o 
prepare  to  meet  God;  yea,  behold  the  day  of 
this  life  is  the  day  for  men  to  perform  their 
labours. 

".  .  .  do  not  procrastinate  the  day  of  your 
repentance  until  the  end;  for  after  this  day  of 
life,  which  is  given  us  to  prepare  for  eternity, 
behold,  if  we  do  not  improve  our  time  while 
in  this  life,  then  cometh  the  night  of  darkness 
wherein  there  can  be  no  labour  performed" 
(Alma  34:31-33). 

The  Prophet  Mormon,  speaking  as  he  was 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  pronounced 
this  curse  upon  those  who,  having  opportunity 
to  accept  the  laws  of  salvation  in  this  life, 
reject  them:  ".  .  .  wo  be  unto  him  that  will 
not  hearken  unto  the  words  of  Jesus  and  also 
to  them  whom  he  hath  chosen  and  sent  among 
them;  for  whoso  receiveth  not  the  words  of 
Jesus  and  the  words  of  those  whom  he  hath 
sent  receiveth  not  him;  and  therefore  he  will 
not  receive  them  at  the  last  day. 

"And  it  would  be  better  for  them  if  they  had 
not  been  born."  (Ill  Nephi  28 :  34-35). 

Jacob,  the  brother  of  Nephi  adds  this  testi- 
mony: ".  .  .  wo  unto  him  that  has  the  law 
given,  yea,  that  has  all  the  commandments  of 
God,  like  unto  us,  and  that  transgresseth  them, 
and  that  wasteth  the  days  of  his  probation,  for 
awful  is  his  state!"  (II  Nephi  9:27.)  These 
revealed  principles  are  but  specific  applications 
of  the  eternal  law  that:  ".  .  .  of  him  unto 
whom  much  is  given  much  is  required;  and  he 
who  sins  against  the  greater  light  shall  receive 
the  greater  condemnation."  (D.  and  C.  82:3.) 

When  the  Resurrected  Lord  appeared  to  the 
Nephites,  he  preached  to  them,  in  purity  and 
in  perfection,  his  everlasting  gospel.  He  gave 
them,  among  other  things,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  substantially  the  same  as  he  had  given 
it  to  the  Jews,  as  is  recorded  in  the  New 
Testament.  But  one  of  the  additions  he  made 
was  this:     ".  .  .  come  unto  me  and  be  ye  saved; 


for  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  except  ye  shall 
keep  my  commandments,  which  1  have 
commanded  you  at  this  time,  ye  shall  in  no 
case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  (Ill 
Nephi  12:20.)  These  revelations  divide  the 
heirs  of  salvation  into  two  classes:  first,  those 
who  have  opportunity  to  accept  and  live  the 
gospel  in  this  life — this  means  all  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  all  others  who  have  a  sufficient 
witness  of  Christ  borne  to  them — all  of  them 
are  under  obligation  to  accept  the  truth  here 
and  now,  to  hearken  to  the  counsels  of  the 
living  oracles  and  to  live  according  to  the  best 
light  and  knowledge  that  God  gives  them.  If 
they  do  this  they  work  out  their  salvation. 

The  other  class  of  people  who  will  be  heirs 
of  the  celestial  kingdom  are  those  who  would 
have  accepted  the  gospel  with  all  their  hearts, 
had  they  had  opportunity  to  accept  in  here. 
For  them,  the  ordinances  of  salvation  will  be 
performed  and  they  will  be  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom, and  with  the  righteous  and  faithful  of 
this  life,  will  go  into  our  Father's  kingdom  and 
have  eternal  rest. 

We  can  get,  here  and  now,  in  this  life,  that 
peace  of  Christ  —  the  peace  which  passeth 
understanding  of  which  President  Ivins  has 
spoken — by  obeying  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  gospel.  Then  if  we  press  forward  and 
continue  throughout  life  to  keep  the  command- 
ments, we  can'  have  that  same  peace  and  that 
same  rest  in  eternity. 

Now  the  question  naturally  arises,  in  the 
light  of  these  principles  and  doctrines,  "What 
happens  to  those  who  have  an  opportunity  to 
accept  the  truth  in  this  life,  but  who  fail  or 
neglect  to  do  it,  and  who  hereafter  accept  it 
in  the  spirit  world?"  The  Lord  has  given  us 
answer  by  revelation.  Speaking  of  the 
terrestrial  world,  he  said :   These  are : 

".  .  .  they  who  are  the  spirits  of  men  kept  in 
prison,  whom  the  Son  visited,  and  preached 
the  gospel  unto  them,  that  they  might  be 
judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh. 

"Who  received  not  the  testimony  of  Jesus  in 
the  flesh,  but  afterwards  received  it."  (D.  and 
C.  76:73-74.) 

Well,  to  me  and  to  you,  and  to  those  to 
whom  our  missionaries  go,  this  is  a  great 
warning.  It  is  a  warning  that  now  is  the  time 
for  us  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  1 
do  not  know  any  reason  for  believing  that  a 
man  who  has  belonged  to  this  Church,  and 
has  then  rebelled  against  the  truth,  who  has 
forsaken  it  and  gone  his  own  wilful  way,  will 
have  another  chance  to  be  an  heir  to  that  king- 
dom. Christ's  law,  as  it  fell  from  his  own  lips, 
is  that, 
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ATTITUDE    OF   GRATITUDE 


in   Elder  Ko\;ii  !)ti;ni(  Jensen 


There  is  ;i  frame  Of  muni,  .i  pattern  o\ 
thinking,  a  philosoph)  ol  living,  an  attitude 
which  1  would  like  id  suggest  w  u  considet 
adopting  for  your  very  own  This  wav  .  I 
thinking  will  bring  to  you  greater  happiness, 
make  you  more  worthy  ol"  the  title  T.attei  -da\ 
Saint."  and  transpire  you  into  a  more  useful 
tool  for  the  building  ol"  the  Kingdom  ol  l 
It  will  make  youi   life  rich  and  full. 

I  he  attitude  which  I  suggest  is  the  Attitude 
ol  Gratitude.  We  who  are  members  of  the 
"Rest*  red  Church."'  cspeciallv  We  WHO  reside 
in  this  goodly  land  of  South  Africa,  are  more 
richly  blessed  that  any  other  group  of  people 
who  have  ever  inhabited  the  earth.    Since  we 

are  so  blessed  it  should  rightlx  follow  that  we 
should  be  the  happiest  ami  most  grateful  people 
in  the  world  today.  I  wonder  if  we  are? 
Maybe    we    are    less    happy    than     the    Lord 

expects  us  to  be,  largely  because  we  have  neg- 
lected to  adopt  the  Attitude  of  Gratitude. 

During  the  coming  year  and  throughout  the 
remainder  i  I  your  mortal  existence  be  more 
grateful  for  ycur  man)  blessings  Do  not  take 
them  for  granted. 

Be  grateful  for  your  wonderful  body — your 
eyesight,  your  hearing,  your  speech,  and  your 
taste.  1  am  sure  you  have  known  people  who 
do  not  enjoy  these  wonderful  faculties.  Man. 
people  have  never  seen  their  loved  ones,  a 
beautiful  sunset,  the  (lowers,  or  the  beautiful 
mountains.  Others  have  never  heard  the  sweel 
voice  of  then  mother,  the  sweet  tune  c\  the 
buds,  the  myriad  sounds  of  nature  or  the 
beautiful  songs  of  /ion 

He  grateful  for  good  food,  fresh  water,  and 
nice  clothes,  \nyone  who  has  been  deprived 
ol"  these  blessed  necessities  realizes  what  great 
blessings  the)  are  I  am  sure  1  ddie  Rickcn 
backer  learned  to  appreciate  these  blessings 
Remember  when  his  plane  crashed  in  the 
"Cireal  Pacific*1  and  he  floated  on  a  small  life 
raft  fcr  23  days.  Mter  experiencing  this  he 
said:  "As  I  lay  in  that  raft  da\  alter  da\ 
with    wrv    little    to    eat    and    almost    no    frestl 

water   to   drink.   I    promised   myself   I   would 

never  grumble.  1  would  never  complain  again. 
if  I  OOlj  had  plcntv  of  \ck\\  to  eat  and  plent\ 
of  fresh  water  to  drink  " 

Be  grateful  that  you  are  not  made  to  sutfei 
continually;    that    you   are   not    bedridden,    thai 


yOU   ate   tree   to   walk   and   mow 
please        Manv     beds    are    occupied    I 

who  haw  not  been  free  from  pain  I 

and  even  \eais       \  phih  s.  phcr  uttered  thought 
provoking   WOrdS   when    he   said        I    fell 

iii  myseli  because  I  had  no  slues,  until  i 

a  man  who  hail  no  feet 

He   grateful   for  this   land  of   hbcrtv.   a   land 

which  offers  you  freedom  ii  sp 

to   worship   as    sou  desire     a    land   which   . 
protection    to    sou    and    \our    loved    OftCS,   thus 
keeping   \ our   mind    Iree   Irem  anxiclv    and  the 
tear   Ol    l<  suii!   \i  U1    life  and    \t  nr    I.  wd   .  DM 

He   grateful    lor    the   SCC4  mphshmenx  i  f   the 
C  lunch    in    this    land    during    19 
hundred   fifty-five   has  been  a    war  unequalled 

in  the  hist,:\   ol  the  South    tftrcan  Mm 
The    achievements    have    been     i  utstanding 

Everwme  who  has  had  an)  part  in  if 

ments  should  be  congratulated  ti  r  a  job 

dene      One  hundred  sixty-Seven  members  have 
been  added  to  the  (  hurch       I  his  is  an  uu 
of    78    percent    over    the    previous    w-.u        v\  t 
Should    be    grateful    for    these    new    mem 
Mere    moncv    has   been    raised    lor   the   DU1 
of  erecting   new    chapels   for    worship  thai 
an)    similar    period    previouslv        \1<  v;    of    the 
branches     have     building     luiub  ["WO     new 

chapels,    one    in    Hoi  t    I  !i/abelh.    the    other    in 
Durban,  were  Started  m    1955  -un\  now  during 
January,  construction  has  begun  on  the  Johan 
nesburg  (  hapel       With   this  mc 
on  the  behalf  oi  the  members  in  these  br.o 
what     have     been     the    results  '       M 
Buffered  or  been  unpaid  f<  i   their  etl.  rl  M 

the  lord  been  mindful  o\  these  sacrifices? 

I        example,  during  1955  the  number  el  tithe- 

payers  has  increased  b)  2~  percent     The 
offering  fund  has  shown  a  substantial  inert 

There  seems  to  be  a  bettei  spirit  and  fed 
our  services  An^\  a  stronger  bend  ol  few- 
ness.  ah<.\   co-operation    amongst    the   (  hurcn 

members       Most    of  the   branche 

OUl  the  full  programme  o\  the  (  hurch 
the  I  ord  been  mindful  o\   this  increased 

id  activity?    (  ertainly  this 

Mid  activitv  has  brought  greater  ble 
\re  you  grateful  for  these  D 

have  the   Attitude  of  Ciratilude1 

\  m    we    are    standing    atop   the    BCCOmptisfl- 
(  ontinued  on  p 
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STATISTICS 


MARRIAGES 
GREENBERG,    Neville    Max  milium    (Bloemfon- 

tein) — married  Juanita  Diega  Norval,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1955. 
McCALLUM,  Mona  Mary   Williams    (Welkom)  — 

married  Johan  Frederik  Stemmet,   December 

10,  1955. 
TROLLIP,    Patricia   Agnus    (Port  Elizabeth)    — 

married  David  Roux,  June  4.  1955. 
DEATHS 
SMITH,    Jemima    Curley    Dyer    (Durban)— died 

December  18,   1955. 
HENWOOD,  Louis  Alexander    (Bulawavo)— died 

December  28,   1955. 

ORDINATIONS 
ISAAC,    Richard    (Bulawayo)    —   Priest   —    by 

Lawrence  J.  Stokes,  December  18,  1955. 
ROBBINS,  Ronald  Thomas   (Bulawayo)— Priest 

—by  C.  Larry  Tracy,  December  18,  1955. 
NAUDE,    Andries    Jan    Gysbert     (Pietermaritz- 

burg)— Deacon— by  Lynn  P.  Walker,  January 

1,  1956. 
TERBLANCHE,  Gordon  Cornelius   (Mowbray)  — 

Priest— by  Theo  M.  Rayner,  January  15,  1956. 
NEWTON,   Ronald   Edwin    (Mowbray)— Teacher 

— by  F.  John  Francis,  January  15,  1956. 
HUBERT,    Keith    William    (Mowbray)— Elder— 

by  Samuel  J.  Rayner,  December  18,  1956. 
GELDENHUYS,  Clyde  John  Darvall  (Mowbray) 

— Elder— Leroy  H.  Duncan,  December  18,  1956. 
CRAMER,     Neville     Winston      (Mowbray)      — 

Teacher— Keith  W.  Hubert,  January  15,  1956. 
PRINS,  James    (Mowbray)— Teacher— Alwin   H. 

Hubert,  January  15,  1956. 
RUSTON,  Victor  James   (Mowbray) — Teacher- 
Clyde  J.  D.  Geldenhuys,  Januray  15,  1956. 

BLESSINGS 
LEZAR,   Charles   Henry    (Que   Que— Ronald   B. 

Clark,  December  18,  1955. 
KOK,    Jacqueline    (Pietermaritzburg)    —   Clyde 

Alan  Miller,  December  18,  1955. 
MORRISSEY,    Linda    Joyce    (Pietermaritzburg) 

— Clyde  Alan  Miller,  December  11,  1955. 


SCHUBACH,    Patricia    Loraine    (Durban)    —   J. 

Melverton  Jakins,  December  25,  1955. 
MINNIE,    Reuben    Benjamin    (Bellville)— Jerry 

S.  Young,  October  9,  1955. 
MINNIE,  Jerry  Sherman  (Bellville)  —  Jerry  S. 

Young,  October  9,  1955. 
SMITH,  Rosalyn  June  (Mowbray)— Hugh  Helm, 

January  8,  1956. 

BAPTISMS   AND   CONFIRMATIONS 
SCHEIDEL,  Patrick  William   (East  London;   — 

b.    Winston    M.    Faux    and    c.    Alfred    James 

Corrigan.  December  14,  1955. 
HARPER,   Donald   Ernest    (Mowbray)— b.   Gary 

D.  Forbush  and  c.  Alwin  W.  H.  Hubert,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1955. 
BURDEN,  Jennifer  Muriel  (Durban)— b.  Walter 

Powrie    Randall    and    c.    Lynn    P.    Walker, 

December  25,  1955. 
JAKINS,  Lyle  Dean   (Durban) — b.  J.  Melverton 

Jakins  and  c.  J.  Melverton  Jakins,  December 

25,  1955. 
RANDALL,  Susanne  Ruth  (Durban)— b.  Walter 

P.  Randall  and  c.  Walter  P.  Randall.  December 

25,   1955. 
DUNCAN,    Jonathan   Louis    (Durban) — b.    Louis 

Duncan  and  c.  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  January  1, 

1956. 
ROWING,    Cornelia    Johanna    Elizabeth    Maria 

(Ramah) — b.  James  H.  Bean  and  c.  Paul  M. 

Smith,  December  31,  1955. 
DE  KLERK,  Martha  Steyn   (Durban)— b.  Lewis 

Fred  Stokes  and  c.  Jack  D.  Fisher,  December 

25,  1955. 
PURVES,  Allen  John  (Out)— b.  Lorin  W.  Pickett 

and  c.  Robert  A.  Taylor,  December  25,  1955. 
PURVES,  Shirley  Eileen  Venter  (Out)— b.  Lorin 

W.  Pickett  and  c.  Robert  A.  Tavlor,  December 

25,  1955. 
HARRIS,   Juhn    Henry    (Springs)— h.   Farrel   R. 

Monson  and  c.  Elmer  E.  Wilford,  January  15, 

1956. 
HARRIS,  Dorothy  May    (Springs)—  b.  Farrel  R. 

Monson  and  c.  Elmer  E.  Wilford,  Januarv  15, 

1956. 


The  Power  of  Mormonism 

(Continued  from  page  22) 
crime  and  delinquency  is  so  predominant 
amongst  the  young  people,  it  is  refreshing  to 
find  young  men  and  women  who  are  living 
lives  which  are  clean  and  decent;  young  people 
who  are  not  addicted  to  alcohol,  tobacco,  or 
drugs,  who  are  keeping  their  bodies  clean  as 
God  intended  them  to  do;,  young  people  who 
read  good  literature  and  whose  minds  are  pure. 
This  influenced  me  greatly. 

I  believe  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  is  the  true  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  1  believe  that  Joseph  Smith  was  and 
is  a  Prophet  of  God  and  I  thank  my  Father 
in  Heaven  that  I  was  one  of  the  chosen  who 
have  been  privileged  to  hear  and  accept  the 
Gospel. 


BADLANDS 

(Continued  from  page  21) 
"And   having   food   and   raiment   let   us   be 
therewith  content. 

"But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  tempta- 
tion and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction 
and  perdition. 

"For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil :  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they 
have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  them- 
selves through  with  many  sorrows. 

"But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  these  things; 
and  follow  after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith, 
love  patience,  meekness. 

"Fight -the  good  fight  of  faith,  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life,  .  .  ." 
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DURBAN  BR  INCH 

Branch  President:  J.  Melverton  Jakin.v 

P.O.  Box  3.  Montclair.  Durban.  Natal. 

Reported  1>>  Joyce  Walhbura 

On  the  1st  of  January  the  Natal  District  Con- 
ference was  held.  All  the  meetings  were  inspir- 
ing, and  very  well  arranged  and  it  was,  as 
always,  a  pleasure  for  us  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  and  their  family  in  our  midst.  In 
between  the  sessions  a  cold  lunch  was  served  by 
the  M.I. A.  for  the  benefit  of  those  members  who 
had  to  travel  long  distances  to  attend. 

The  M.I. A.  seems  to  have  had  most  of  the 
activities  this  month.  On  January  2nd  they 
arranged  a  very  successful  social  evening.  Eighty 
people  were  in  attendance,  including  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  and  their  family  and  a  large 
group  of  the  missionaries.  On  Boxing  Day  the 
M.I.A.  spent  a  happy  time  at  Brighton  Beach 
The  day  was  rounded  off  with  an  early  show. 

Durban  has  had  a  large  number  of  visitors 
during  last  month  including  Brother  and  Sister 
Gert  Kotze.  Sister  Kitty  Smith  and  daughter 
and  grand-daughters  from  Raman.  Sister  Spear 
and  son  from  Rhodesia  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Cambell  from  Welkom. 

The  builders  have  started  work  again  and  the 
excitement  runs  high  at  the  progress  of  our 
Chapel.  We  are  happy  to  announce  that  one 
section  is  ready  for  roofing. 

PIITIR.MARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett. 

Co  Y.M.C.A..  Pietermaritzburg.  Natal. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Morrisse> 

Once  again  we  are  back  to  a  normal  routine 
after  a  month  of  activity.  On  January  1st  the 
Natal  District  Conference  was  held  in  Durban 
and  many  of  our  branch  were  able  to  attend.  We 
spent  a  lovely  day  and  were  very  happy  to  see 
President  and  Sister  Duncan  and  family  again. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  two 
of  the  brethtyn  in  the  branch  who  received  the 
Priesthood.  Both  Brother  Andries  Naude  and 
Brother  Robert  Kok  were  ordained  to  the  office 
of  deacons  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

BELLVILLK  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  J.  Qoosen, 

57  van  Niekerk  Street.  Bellvill. 

Reported  by  Mary'  Dean 

During  the  past  month  quite  a  few  member! 
have  been  ill  but  through  faith  and  pravers  w- 


are  happy  ;u  report  tha*  they  are  all  healthy  and 
strong  once  again. 

Bellvllle  has  had  no  activity  in  the  line  ol 
socials  during  the  month  but  we  wish  to  extend 
our  sincere  congratulations  to  Sisters  Lombard 
and  Spangenburg  with  the  arrival  of  their  babies 
on  December  28th  Both  the  mothers  and  the 
babies  are  well  and  doing  fin*. 

KKK.I  RSDORP   BRAM   II 
Branch  President:   Derek  Vice. 
82  Von  Brondis  Street.  Krugersdorp 
Reported    by    Edward    Hamilton 
The  Krugersdorp   Branch  continues  to  grow 
Brother  and  Sister  Hamilton,  who  have  trans- 
ferred from  Pretoria,  are  welcome  additions  to 
our  branch.     Sisters  Fouche  and   Sawyer,  who 
have  been  on  holiday  at  the    coast,    are    back 
with  us  again. 

We  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  departure 
of  Sister  Yvonne  Cloete  who  has  left  for  Ko&ter 
We  want  to  thank  her  for  the  hard  work  she 
has  done  and  ask  the  Lord  to  bless  her  in  her 
new  surroundings 

SPRINCiS    BRANCH 
Branch  President:  H.  de  C  Hugo. 
51  Athlone.  Springs 
Reported  by  N.  0.  HUH   \n-krrk 
Now   with    the   Yule  Tide    festivities    already 
well   in   the  past  and  all   the  branch   members 
back  from  their  holiday,  the  branch  authorities 
and  members  are  preparing  to  discharge  the  re- 
sponsibilities which   lie  before  them  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  21st  Wedding  Anniversary  of  the  District 
President.  I.  C.  Louw  and  his  good  wife.  Sister 
Mavis  Louw.  was  held  in  the  recreation  hall  in 
conjunction  with  the  sixteenth  birthday  of  their 
daughter.  Marlene.  It  was  a  great  social  even- 
ing and  was  thoioughly  enjoyed  by  all  those 
who  attended. 

PORT  ELIZABETH   BRANCH 
Blanch   President:   Clarence  Doller 
63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer.  Port   Elizabeth 
Bepeeted  bj  Madge  Mriiu»h 
On   Old    Years   Night    the   Priesthood   held   a 
progressive  dinner  which  was  enjoyed  by  every- 
one  who  attended.      The   dinner   ended   at    the 
home  of  Brother  Doller.  our  Branch  President 
where  we  ended  the  evening  with  a  dance 

On  New  Year's  Day  we  saw  Elder  Crowther 
leave  us  to  journey  home 

We  send  congratulations  to  Brother  Pat  and 
Sister  Olive  Everton  on  the  arrival  of  another 
daughter  We  welcome  Sister  Jill  Welch  who 
has  come  from  Mowbray  to  Join  her  parents 
and  to  Elders  Young  and  Miller  who  have  come 
to  labour  here 

BLOI  Ml  ON  II  IN   BRAM  I 

Branch  President :  Sydney  Spear. 
'.',  averly  Road.  Bloemfontein 

Reported   b>   Johanna   rtrrmohlrii 
With  everyone  back   from    their    holiday    the 
Bloemfontein  Branch  is  ready  to  start  another 
year  of  Church  activity      T! 
ings.  the  Relief  Society  Meetings  and  the  M.I  A 
functions   have   started    again      Everyone    is   In 
good    health    and    ready    and    anxious    to 
working  on  the  building  fund 

PRI  NMU  x   Bl  \n<  11 

Branch   President:   Lionel  Bibb 
282   Preller  Street.    Muchleneuk.   Pretoria 
Reports   h>    Mi.  1I.1    Bibb 
Things    have   been    very   quiet    in   the   branch 
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during  the  month.  Both  the  Smit  and  the 
Donald  Sanders  families,  who  have  been  away 
on  holiday,  have  returned  again.  We  congratu- 
late the  Richards  family  on  the  arrival  of  a 
new  baby  on  the  20th.  We  extend  our  sympathy 
to  Sister  Paber  whose  mother  passed  away  on 
the  21st.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  the  Hamilton 
family  who  have  moved  to  Krugersdorp. 

RAMAH    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Wilfred  S.  Wrench. 

31,  18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported    by    Noreen   Kxoesen- 

Events  have  slowed  up  somewhat  at  Ramah. 
The  only  function  to  report  is  the  New  Year's 
Eve  Party  which  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Ninow.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers attended  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
had  by  all. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  engagement  of 
Sister  Gloria  Wallace  and  Dennis  Cahill. 

Visitors  this  month  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Britz,  Sister  McGill  from  East  London,  Sister 
Spear  from  Rhodesia  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Everton  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

We  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  Brother  Clive 
Nichols. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Alwin  Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  Cape  Town. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.   Smith 

It  was  a  wonderful  thing  to  have  the  first  day 
of  the  year  and  the  testimony  meeting  fall  on 
the  same  day,  and  it  seemed  a  fitting  time  for 
many  of  our  members  to  bear  fervent  witness  to 
the  power  of  the  Gospel  in  their  lives.  Indeed, 
we  were  able  to  say  that  the  Gospel  had  brought 
us  many  Happy  New  Years.  A  very  welcome 
visitor  at  our  sacrament  meeting  on  New  Year's 
Evening  was  Brother  Kenneth  Sutherland  from 
Johannesburg.  We  are  sorry  that  his  stay  was 
so  short. 


Our  first  party  of  the  new  year  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  farewell  to  Brother  Hugh  Helm  and 
his  mother,  Sister  Eleanor  Helm.  Tribute  was 
paid  to  these  two  good  people  on  the  evening  of 
January  6th.  at  which  time  they  were  presented 
with  tokens  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  had 
been  held  in  the  Branch.  We  are  going  to  miss 
them  both  very  much  indeed  because  they  have 
been  so  much  a  part  of  oui  lives,  especially  with 
regard  to  music.  Brother  Buddy  is  taking  up  a 
position  as  lecturer  at  Rhodes  University  in 
Grahamstown. 

We  welcome  two  new  additions  to  our  branch. 
There  is  an  addition -in  the  family  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Bobby  Smith.  They  have  a  little 
daughter.  Another  welcome  little  guest  is  the 
baby  daughter  of  Brother  Peter  and  Sister 
Yvonne  van  Rhyn  which  was  born  on  January 
20th. 

We  have  had  to  say  good-bye  to  Brother 
George  Bibb  who  has  returned  to  Pretoria.  We 
welcome  Sister  Leonora  Joubert  and  her  children 
who  are  spending  a  holiday  in  Cape  Town. 
Another  welcome  visitor  was  Sister  Joan  Kearle 
(former  Joan  Baker)  and  her  husband  and 
baby.  They  have  come  all  the  way  from 
Canada. 

EAST   LONDON    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Alfred  J.  Corrigan, 

10  Bamburgh  Road,  Stirling,  East  London. 

Reported  by   Rona  McGill 

The  branch  was  very  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to 
Sister  Jean  Human  and  family  who  went  to 
join  Brother  Human  at  the  end  of  December. 

The  New  Year  was  welcomed  in  by  a  picnic 
luncheon  held  on  the  Nahoon  Beach.  The 
weather  was  good  and  everyone  enjoyed  them- 
selves. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  into  the  branch 
Brother  Gray  who  was  baptized  during  the 
month.  A  welcome  visitor  was  Brother  Cannon 
from  Mexico  City.  He  attended  our  Sunday 
School  the  Sunday  his  ship  was  in  port. 


TRANSFERS 


Name 

Elder  Franklin   A.   Badger 

Elder  Clyde    A.    Miller 

Elder  Paul   I.  Derrick 

Elder  F.   John  Francis 

Elder  Vern   L.   Halversen 

Elder  Farrell   Monson 

Elder  Dee  C.  Wilcox 


From 

Pretoria 

Natal 

East  Rand 

Port  Elizabeth 

Northern   Rhodesia 

West  Rand 

Welkom 


To 

Natal 

Port  Elizabeth 

Northern    Rhodesia 

Mission    Office 

East  Rand 

Welkom 

Salisbury 


Date 

January  1,  1956. 
January  4,  1956. 
January  10,  1956. 
January  10,  1956. 
January  13,  1956. 
January  28,  1956. 
January  30.  1956. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Elder  Bruce  Erickson  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  East  London  District  on 
January  2,  1956. 

Eider  F.  John  Francis  was  appointed  2nd 
Counsellor  in  the  Mission  Presidency  on 
January  10,  1956. 

Elder   Jerry   S.   Young   was   appointed    Super- 


vising Elder  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  District  on 
January  10,  1956. 

Elder  Gerald  L.  Henderson  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  Northern  Rhodesia  District 
on  January  13,  1956. 

Elder  Farrell  Monson  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Welkom  District  on  January 
28,  1956. 
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bj    Sisli-r  Phyllis  M.  lohOKM 


Congratulations   are   due   to   the   members 

and  missionaries  ol*  the  South  African  Mission 
During  the  months  of  November  and 
December  of  1955  we  engaged  in  a  project 
designed  to  place  an  INSTRUC  I  OR  in  the 
hands  of  every  Sunday  School  worker.  At 
that  time  our  standing  with  the  other  23 
mission  fields  was  third  from  the  bottom.  Our 
subscription  percentage  was  45  as  compared 
to  the  AII-(  hutch  average  of  59 

In  the  January  INSTRUCTOR  Rl  PORTER 
the  latest  mission  standing  was  included.  South 
Africa  now  stands  I  Oth  from  the  top  and  has 
a  percentage  subscription  average  of  64 
However,  our  goal  is  100 ".,  and  this  is  the  goal 
to  which  we  are  working.  Lei  us  not  stop  at 
64%. 

Nineteen  hundred  fifty-six  commemorates 
the  90th  year  o\'  the  Instructor.  This  year  the 
Instructor  will  be  better  than  ever  before.  It 
is  your  co-worker  for  better  Gospel  teaching 
As  greater  things  are  anticipated  for  us  during 
this  aniversary  year,  let  us  attain  our  desired 
goal   and  place  this  magazine  in   the  hands  of 


ever)  omcei  and  teachei  in  the  Sunda 
ever)  miaaionary,  as  well  as  oUm 

members  ol    the  (  hurch 

\Ne   are   now    m   the  sect  rul   im  nth 

yeai       v.  this   reai  a  atinues  to  unfold 
opportunities  bj  which  we  ma)  do 

better    will    come    our    wa)        let    us   stui!  . 

performance  ol  the  past  and  set  a  new 

dard    tor    the    future    b\     taking  gc    of 

these   new    opportunities. 

In    a     \cr\     real    sense    each     worker    in    the 

(  hurch  is  a  shepherd  ol  the  ii«  cks  .  t  the  I 

Shepherds      ma\       he      Scoutmasters.      Sundu> 
School     le.ichers.    or    lhc\    m.i\    be    Mia    I 
leaders,      or      Dance      Directors      Of      Drama 
Directors,  or   leaders  in  an)   other  field      But 
each    is    a    shepherd       I  ach    must    sa\e    soub 

Bach  has  his  own  devices  with  which  to  do  his 

work. 

May  we  remember  in  the  months  to  come 

that   the    I  ord   expeeti  each   shepherd   to 
with  all   his   heart,   might,  mind,  and  strength. 

doing  so  in   patience,  love  and  charity,  wnh 

an  eye  single  to  the  glers  of  Ciod. 


GRATITUDE 

(Continued  from  page  25) 

ments  of  1955.  Lying  before  us.  stretching  into 
the  distance  with  new  horizans  and  new  vistas 
to  merit,  is  1956.  What  attainments  are  we 
going  to  stand  atop  at  the  dawn  of  19577  Are 
we  going  to  have  as  much  to  be  proud  of  as 
WC  baVC  had  in  1955?  How  can  we  best  show 
our  Gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  these  great 
blessings?  by  now  shunning  the  light?  by 
stopping  part  way  to  the  top?  Would  this  be 
the  Attitude  of  Gratitude.'  Is  this  the  way  of 
a  true  Latter-day  Saint.' 

Time  is  moving  swiftl)  along  Hew  do  we 
look  at  the  end  of  the  first  month?  Are  we 
reflecting  this  Attitude  of  Gratitude  by  our 
actions?  Are  we  putting  forth  our  best  efforts  ' 

May  1956  bring  greater  peace  and  content 
tnent  and  prosperity;  may  it  bring  greatei 
freedom  from  sin.  greater  growth  in  the  king 
dom  of  God  in  this  land  and  greater  lose  and 
service  for  our  fellowmen.  May  we  adopt  the 
Attitude  of  Gratitude  and  dedicate  our  time, 
our  means,  and  our  talents  to  this  Great  and 
Marvelous  Work. 


mi    CHUM  M    UMH  sn    mi     MrOBI  t» 

(Continued  from  page 

Also    the  >rk    Sup:- 

Court  granted  a  pet.  )s- 

worth    Morgan    Btatler,    heir 

tbe  Statler   Hotel  fortune 
which    the   Church    la   to 
approximately    a    million    di 

BBIGH  \M    ^  in  S(.    i  \i\  i  | 

-i  n  - 1  \m  .ug 

University  Stake,  the  225th  sU 
In     the    Church. 
January  8th   in   a  special 
rence  held  at  the  George  Alba 
Smith    Fieldhouse    with    the    • 
press     aim     of     providing     more 
religious  opportu: 
and    faculty    of    the    unive 
The  new  and   unique  sta 
ha-.'  membe: 
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assistant    dean  of   the  collet 
education  at  BYU 
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NEW  COUNSELOR  CHOSEN 


With  the  approval  of  the  First  Presidency, 
Elder  F.  John  Francis  was  recently  appointed 
to  serve  as  Second  Counsellor  to  President 
Leroy  H.  Duncan  of  the  South  African 
Mission.  He  succeeds  Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush 
who  was  released  to  return  home. 

Elder  Francis  entered  the  mission  field  on 
February  18.  1954.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he 
laboured  in  Pretoria.  In  a  short  time  he  was 
transferred  to  Brakpan  where  he  laboured  until 
July  1954.  At  this  time  he  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  West  Rand  District. 
In  June  1955  Elder  Francis  was  called  to  be 
the  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Port  Elizabeth 
District.  He  held  this  position  until  his 
appointment  to  the  Mission  Presidency. 

He  was  born  on  November  17,  1933,  at 
Taber,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  is  the  Son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  N.  Francis  of  Taber.  During 
his  youth  he  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Taber  Second  Ward  of  the  Lethbridge 
Stake.  While  at  home  Elder  Francis  worked 
with  his  father  on  their  farm  and  ranch.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Taber  High  School  where 
he  was  active  in  sports.  Prior  to  his  mission 
call  Elder  Francis  was  a  student  at  the  Brigham 
Young  University. 

Everyone  who  has  met  Elder  Francis, 
especially  those  who  have  laboured  with  him, 
know  of  his  many  abilities.    His  ability  to  sing 


F.  JOHN  FRANCIS 

and  meet  people  are  two  of  his  outstanding 
talents  which  he  has  used  to  help  further  the 
work  of  the  Lord  in  South  Africa.  Those  who 
have  known  Elder  Francis  were  not  surprised 
at  his  appointment  as  Second  Counsellor  in  the 
Mission  Presidency.  Elder  Francis  brings  with 
him  into  his  new  calling,  much  experience  and 
capabilities  and  will  conscientiously  endeavour 
to  do  all  he  can  to  further  the  Lord's  Work 
in  this  land. 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  ELDERS'  QUORUM 

Excerpts  taken  from  Gospel  Ideals 


Priesthood  is  authority  to  represent  God.  A 
man  who  is  given  the  priesthood  is  an 
authorized  representative  of  the  Lord  in  any 
particular  field  to  which  the  individual  is 
assigned.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  representative  of 
any  individual  group  or  organization  to  strive 
to  represent  that  individual  group  or  organiza- 
tion in  honour.  The  best  way  to  be  worthy 
representatives  is  so  to  live  that  each  may  be 
susceptible  to  the  promptings  of  the  Lord 
whom  he  represents.  Now  think  what  that 
means  as  to  a  virtuous  life. 

"...  my  Spirit  shall  not  always  strives  with 
man,"  (D  &  C.  1:33)  says  the  Lord.  Everyone, 
then,  who  holds  this  priesthood  should  live 
such  a  life  as  will  entitle  him  to  the  inspiration 
of  the  Lord.     And  let  me  say  in  this  regard 


that  communion  with  the  Holy  Spirit  is  just  as 
real  as  your  connection  through  the  radio 
with  the  unheard  voices  and  music  that  fill  the 
air.     The  vibrations  are  there. 

It  is  so  with  God's  Spirit.  He  is  ever  ready 
to  guide  and  instruct  those  who  tune  in  by  up- 
right living  and  who  sincerely  seek  him.  I  re- 
peat, it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  authorized  to 
represent  him  so  to  live  as  to  be  responsive  to 
that  Spirit. 

Whenever  the  priesthood  is  delegated  to 
man,  it  is  conferred  upon  him  not  as  a  personal 
distinction,  although  it  becomes  such  as  he 
honours  it,  but  as  authority  to  represent  Deity 
and  an  obligation  to  assist  the  Lord  in  bring- 
ing to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
man. 
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If  priesthood  meant  only  personal  honour, 
blessing  or  individual  elevation,  there  would  be 
no  need  of  groups  or  quorums.  The  very 
existence  of  such  groups  established  by  divine 
authorization  proclaims  our  dependence  upon 
one  another,  the  indispensable  need  of  mutual 
help  and  assistance.  We  are.  by  divine  right, 
social  beings. 

Our  lives  arc  wrapped  up  with  the  lives  of 
others.  We  arc  happiest  as  we  contribute  to 
the  lives  of  others.  I  say  that  because  the 
priesthood  you  hold  means  that  you  arc  to 
serve  others.  You  represent  Clod  in  the  field 
to  which  you  arc  assigned. 

Some  specific  things  which  the  priesthood 
and  their  families  can  and  should  do  are 
these: 

First —  wc  can  set  an  example  of  upright- 
ness; to  be  honest  in  our  our  dealings;  avoid 
vulgarity  and   profanity:  demonstrate    to    our 


((  ontinued  from  page  24) 

.  .  No  man,  having  put  his  hand  to  the 
plough  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom 
of  God."  (Luke  9:62.) 

I  do  not  sit  in  judgment.  Judgment  is  the 
Lord's  and  he  will  repay.  But  at  the  same  time 
since  these  doctrines  have  come  to  us  in  such 
great  plainness  in  this  day,  we  are  bound  to 
know  them,  to  live  in  accordance  with  them — 
failing  such,  we  will  merit  the  penalty  which  a 
just  God  has  decreed  for  our  disobedience,  for 
our  sinning  against  the  light. 

We  lived  in  the  pre-existent  world.  \s  e 
walked  by  sight.  Wc  gained  knowledge  and 
intelligence,  and  wc  obeyed  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree.  Then  the  Lord  put  us  down  here  in 
mortality,  drew  a  curtain  over  our  remem- 
brance of  pre-existence  and  ordained  that 
while  here  we  should  be  tried  and  tested,  that 
we  would  undergo  a  final  examination  for  all 
the  life  we  had  lived  in  that  pre-mortal  world. 
He  ordained,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  mortal 
probation  would  be  an  entrance  examination 
into  the  kingdoms  and  glories  and  worlds  that 
are  prepared  in  eternity. 

As  far  as  you  and  1  are  concerned,  at  this 
time,  this  life  is  the  most  important  part  of  all 
eternity.  We  have  the  light  and  knowledge 
and  revelations  of  heaven.  This  life  is  the  time 
for  us  to  prepare  to  meet  God.  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God,  to  hearken  to  the 
counsels  of  the  living  oracles  and  to  press 
forward  in  righteousness. 

The  plan  of  salvation  is  to  find  the  truth, 
and  the  Latter-day  Saints  have  found  it.  It  is 
to  accept  the  truth;  and  we  have  accepted  it 
in  the  waters  of  baptism  by  covenant,  a  covc- 


ncighbours  and  to  all  whom  wc  meet  that  we 
live  clean,  honourable   lives 

Second  let      us     strive     tor     peace     and 

hatmoin  m  the  home.  It  we  cannot  keep  quar 
rating,  bickering,  and  selfishness  out  ol  our 
home,  how  can  we  ever  hope  to  banish  these 
evils  from  sociclv  ! 

A  true  rVfbrmOD  home  is  one  in  which  it 
(  hrist  should  chance  to  enter,  he  would  be 
pleased  to  linger  and  to  rest. 

Third  having  at  least  striven  tor  a  good 
Character,  having  a  home  environment  that  i^ 
Creditable,  WC  DM)    then  consistent^   discharge 

our  dutv  as  authorized  representatives  of  the 

Lord  Jesus  (  hrist  to  declare  to  the  world  that 
the  conditions  that  will  bring  peace  and  com- 
fort to  the  individual,  to  the  family  and  to 
the  nation,  are  found  in  the  restored  gospel  of 
Jesuse  (hrist 


nam  thai  we  will  keep  the  commandments  o| 
God  I  he  icmaining  step  is  to  endure  to  the 
end.  in  righteousness  and  in  faithfulness.  Ncphi 
said  that  repentance  and  baptism  are  the  gate 
to  salvation  and  that  having  entered  in  by  the 
gate,  men  arc  then  in  the  straight  and  narrow 
path  which  leads  to  eternal  life  \Sc  latter 
day  Saints  have  entered  in  by  the  gate  We  arc 
now  on  the  path.  It  remains  for  us  to  press 
forward  with  a  steadfastness  m  (  hrist.  having 
a  perfect  brightness  of  hope,  and  a  love  of  God 
and  of  all  men.  It  remains  for  us  to  press 
forward,  feasting  upon  the  words  of  (hrist  and 
endure  to  the  end.  which  if  wc  do.  we  will  gain 
eternal  life. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anvonc  among 
us.  unless  he  has  sinned  awav  the  rpportunitv 
ol  repentance,  who  is  not  capable  of  starting 
from  this  point  and  going  forward  in  righteous- 
ness and  truth  and  gaining  the  celestial  king- 
dom of  heaven  The  gospel  course  is  either 
hard  or  easy,  depending  upon  whether  wc  love 
the  lord  If  we  do  not  love  the  I  crd  it  ma. 
seem  hard  and  the  course  mav  seem  rugged.  If 
we  love  the  1  ord  and  desire  to  keep  his  com 
mandmenis.  then  his  vokc  is  easy,  and  his 
burden  is  light.  We  can  have  peace  and  jov 
and  satisfaction  and  solace  and  rest  here  and 
now  in  this  life  We  0111  have  the  guidance 
of  the  Hot)  Ghost,  wc  can  make  our  calling 
and  election  sure  for  ctcrmtv  on  the  one 
premise  of  keeping  the  comandments  of  God 

Now  Tel  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter  1  car  God,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments for  this  is  the  whole  dutv  of  man." 
(Ecc.  12:13.) 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Jesus  Christ.  Amen 
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INTERIOR  MYSTERIES  DISPELLED 


by  Elder  Royal  Duane  Jensen 


For  many  months,  day  and  night,  the  huge 
new  Los  Angeles  Temple  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  has  intrigued  the  curiosity  of  the  millions 
of  Southern  California  residents  and  passers- 
by.  Up  to  now  the  public  has  watched  the 
structure  rise  from  a  bare  foundation  to  a 
dazzling  four-story  structure  with  a  stately 
268-foot  spire,  topped  by  the  gilded  figure  of 
the  Angel  Moroni  with  his  trumpet,  reaching 
into  the  sky.  Many  unusual  stories  and  tales 
about  the  Temple's  fabulous  and  mysterious 
interior  have  spread  over  Southern  California. 
Many  of  the  newspaper  articles  written  about 
the  Temple  have  related  some  of  these  stories. 
It  was  supposed  by  many  that  there  was  a  great 
pool  in  the  basement  of  the  Temple.  Actually 
it  was  a  ten-foot  baptismal  font.  A  favourite 
question  of  a  lot  of  children!  was  whether  the 
trumpet  of  Moroni  really  blows.  Also  there 
was  much  talk  and  wonderment  about  the 
great  pictures  and  paintings  the  Temple  was 
supposed  to  contain.  Some  said,  'It  is  a  temple 
for  the  dead.  They  will  bring  their  dead  here 
to  this  temple.'  Thus  many  rumours  and 
false  beliefs  spread  throughout  the  area. 

But  on  December  19th,  all  of  these  rumours 
and  tales  came  to  an  end.  Upon  invitation  the 
public  was  invited  to  see  for  itself  the  interior 
of  the  great  90-room  Temple.  For  a  51 -day 
period  the  public  will  be  allowed  under  the 
direction  of  guided  tours  to  view  the  Temple 
interior  and  see  it's  dazzling  beauty  and  learn 
a  little  about  the  Restored  Church,  it's  mission, 
and  the  sacred  and  important  work  to  be 
performed  in  this  magnificent  building. 

Each  day  since  the  building  was  opened  to 
public  view,  thousands  have  passed  through 
the  stately  structure.  Up  to  Wednesday, 
January    18th,    a    grand    cumulative    total    of 


222,791  peopel  have  visited  the  edifice.  An  all- 
time  high  in  Temple  visits  was  on  Saturday, 
January  14th,  when  15,020  persons  passed 
through  the  Los  Angeles  Temple  in  one  con- 
tinuous line  from  morning  until  night.  Before 
the  Temple  is  closed  on  February  18th,  to 
prepare  for  the  dedication  en  March  11,  more 
than  half  a  million  people  will  have  visited  the 
new  Los  Angeles  Temple.  Most  of  the  deep 
rich  carpets  within  the  structure  will  have  to 
be  replaced  after  the  half  million  guests  have 
gone  through. 

The  Temple  has  attracted  many  celebrities 
from  all  over  the  world.  On  January  16th, 
the  Consul  General  of  Israel  visited  the  site. 
Prior  to  this  the  Consul  from  Brazil  and  an 
Exchange  Professor  from  Spain  viewed  the 
Temple.  On  one  occasion  some  32  educators 
from  all  over  the  world  who  were  competing 
for  the  Nobel  Prize  were  Temple  visitors. 
Among  the  first  visitors  were  Governor 
Goodwin  J.  Knight  and  Mayor  Norris  Poulson 
and  many  other  government  and  legal  officials. 
On  January  16th,  President  McKay  escorted 
Cecil  B.  De  Mille,  the  noted  motion  picture 
producer  and  a  party  of  his  friends  and  asso- 
ciates through  the  new  Temple.  President 
McKay  expressed  that  Mr.  DeMille,  a  long- 
time friend  and  admirer  of  the  Church,  seemed 
very  impressed  by  his  visit  to  the  new  struc- 
ture. Many  people  have  been  so  impressed 
with  this  great  edifice  that  they  have  referred 
to  the  closing  of  the  Temple  to  outsiders  after 
it's  dedication,  with  much  regret. 

Knowing  that  all  of  the  saints  in  South 
Africa  are  very  interested  in  the  New  Temple, 
Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger  will  feature 
articles  about  the  new  Los  Angeles  Temple  in 
next  month's  publication. 


(McConkie,  continued  from  page  18) 


wards  and  stakes  of  the  Church  have  all  been  constant  outlets  for  the  accumulated 
knowledge  resulting  from  this  systematic  study  of  the  scriptures.  His  sermons  have 
all  been  doctrinal  and  since  being  set  apart  as  a  member  of  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  on  October  10,  1946,  by  President  George  Albert 
Smith,  his  calling  as  cm  of  the  General  Authorities  of  the  Church  has  taken  him  into 
most  of  the  stakes  and  missions  where  he  has  given  counsel  and  inspiration  to  the 
membership  of  the  Church.  , 


